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Stowey House Clapham Common 1 March 1880 "When Livy said that 

he would have made Pompey win the battle of Pharsalia, if the turn 
of the sentence had required it, he was not talking utter nonsense, 
but simply expressing an important truth in a highly paradoxical 
way,--that the first duty of a great historian is to be an artist. 
The function of art in history is something much more profound 
than mere decoration; to regard it, as some writers persist in 


regarding it, as if it were the jam put around the pill of fact 


by cunning historians is to fall into a grievous error; a truer 
analogy would be to compare it to the process of fermentation 

which converts a raw mass of grape-juice into a subtle and splendid 
wine. Uninterpreted truth is as useless as buried gold; and art 

is the great interpreter. It alone can unify a vast multitude of 


facts into a significant whole, clarifying, accentuating, suppress- 


ing, and lighting up the dark places with the torch of the imagin- 
ation. More than that, it can throw over the historian's materials 
the glamour of a personal revelation, and display before the reader 
great issues and catastrophes as they appear, not to his own short 
sight, but to the penetrating vision of the most soaring of human 
spirits. That is the crowning glory of the greatest history--that 
of Thucydides, for instance, or Tacitus, or Gibbon; it brings us 
into communion with an immense intelligence, and it achieves this 
result through the power of art. Indeed, every history worthy 

of the name is, in its own way, as personal as poetry, and its 
value ultimately depends upon the force and the quality of the 
character behind it" a paragraph from Lytton Strachey's review of 


"A New History of Rome" (Spectator, 102, January 2, 1909, 20-21) 
a paragraph quoted by Michael Holroyd on pages one sixty-two one 
sixty-three of Lytton Strachey and the Bloomsbury Group: His Work, 
Their Influence Penguin Books 1971 comma volume two of Holroyd's 
study of Lytton Strachey volume one of which was also published by 
Penguin Books in 1971 Lytton Strachey: A Biography the contents of 
both Penguin volumes were originally published by William Heinemann 
Ltd. in 1967-68 under the title Lytton Strachey: A Critical Bi- 
ography a paragraph credo 21 January 1932 the great interpreter 
Ham Spray House near the Downs between Newbury and Hungerford. 
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